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ARCHAEOLOGY I N  THE NORTHERN TERRITORY 
Abor ig ina l  S i t e  Survey Programme 
Two S i t e  Survey Of f i ce r s ,  G. Chaloupka and D. McLaughlin, 
working under t h e  A.I.A.S. S i t e s  of S igni f icance  Programme, have 
continued t o  work dur ing  t h e  year ,  and two o t h e r s ,  D. Lewis and 
W. Downie, were appointed.  
Although t h e  emphasis is on s i t e s  of s ign i f i cance  t o  
Abor ig ina ls ,  a l l  o t h e r  non-European s i t e s  a r e  recorded and 
numbered according t o  t h e  N.T. System, t o  form p a r t  of the  
Northern T e r r i t o r y  S i t e s  Regis te r .  S i t e s  a l ready recorded i n  
t h e  Department of Aboriginal  Af fa i r s  f i l e s  and i n  the  I n s t i t u t e  
of Abor ig ina l  S tud ie s  r e g i s t e r  a r e  a l s o  included,  and anyone with 
knowledge of sites which may not  have been recorded a r e  requested 
t o  con tac t  t he  Museums and A r t  Ga l l e r i e s  of t he  Northern Te r r i t o ry  
f o r  s i t e  record  forms on which t o  reDort them. 
S i t e s  Recorded i n  Northern Te r r i t o ry  S i t e  Survey 
Area Name No. of s i t e s  
a t  1.9.75 
V i c t o r i a  
Darwin-Daly 
W. Arnhem Land 
E. Arnhem Land 
Gulf 
Cen t r a l  
Cen t r a l  Eas t  
Cent ra l  West 
F o r t  Dundas 
E. Crosby has  been engaged i n  the  p a r t i a l  c l ea r ing  of the 
s i t e  of  F o r t  Dundas (1824-1829), on Melvi l le  I s land .  A survey of 
t he  remains has been made, which has r e su l t ed  i n  some puzzling 
d iscrepancies  compared wi th  the map of Apr i l  1827. These r e l a t e  
mainly t o  apparent  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t he  s tockyards a rea  (perhaps i n  
response t o  t h e  in t roduc t ion  of buffa lo  i n  1827) but  a number of 
s t r u c t u r e s  no t  marked on the  1827 map have a l s o  appeared, i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  a s e r i e s  of  hollows which may represent  rubbish p i t s .  
Fence l i n e s  over 1 km from t h e  stockade have been located and the  
o r i g i n a l  sawpi t ,  over  a mi l e  from the  s i t e  i s  known s t i l l  t o  e x i s t .  
Extension of t h e  survey over  t he  whole of t he  s i t e  may wel l  requi re  
s e v e r a l  v i s i t s  over  t he  f u t u r e  dry seasons. 
A s m a l l  excavation across  t he  stockade d i t c h  i n  an attempt 
t o  determine whether t he  pa l i s ade  w a s  b u i l t  with hor izonta l  o r  
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v e r t i c a l  logs w i l l  be undertaken i n  September. The w e l l  w i l l  
a l s o  be excavated, the  weather and t h e  cond i t ion  of t h e  s i d e s  
permit t ing . 
Environmental Impact Surveys 
A survey f o r  Nabalco i n  an a r e a  of  M e l v i l l e  Bay was made 
i n  December 1974 by E. Crosby. 
L. Haglund is cu r ren t ly  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  sites i n  the  
McArthur River a rea  f o r  Mount I s a  Mines. 
The C. S. I. R. 0 .  ' S research a r e a  Kapalga has  a l ready 
yielded some i n t e r e s t i n g  su r face  ma te r i a l  and i t  is  hoped 
t h a t  de ta i l ed  site repor t s  w i l l  become ava i l ab le .  
Eleanor Crosby , 
Curator of Archaeology 6 
Anthropology, 
Museums & A r t  G a l l e r i e s  of  
t h e  Northern T e r r i t o r y  
DARWIN 
ACTIVITIES OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
CONCERNING THE CONJZUENCE SITE OF THE DRY CREEK AND THE 
MARIBYRNONG RIVER I N  19 7 4/ 7 5 
Excavations had t o  be terminated because, though permission 
f o r  f u r t h e r  explora t ion  was sought,  t h i s  was n o t  granted by t h e  
Victorian Archaeological and Aboriginal  Re l i c s  Off i c e .  
A gran t  from the  Aust ra l ian  I n s t i t u t e  of Aboriginal  S tud ies  
however made i t  poss ib le  t o  begin wi th  t h e  order ing  of t h e  l a r g e  
archaeological  ma te r i a l  and of t h e  r e l evan t  f i e l d  notes  which had 
accumulated s i n c e  co l l ec t ion  of m a t e r i a l  began i n  1952. Excavation 
by the  Archaeological Society a t  t h i s  s i te  began i n  1966. The 
excavations made i t  poss ib le  t o  produce a comprehensive s t r a t i g r a p h y  
of t h e  confluence area .  
The l a r g e  amount of a rchaeologica l  m a t e r i a l  c o l l e c t e d  and 
excavated f a l l s  i n t o  th ree  main ca t egor i e s  which r e q u i r e  d i f f e r e n t  
approaches f o r  analys is .  
A. Material  co l l ec t ed  from t h e  present  beds of Dry Creek and 
Maribyrnong River. 
B. Mater ia l  co l lec ted  from t h e  a l l u v i a l  accumulations of  t h e  
r i v e r  te r races .  
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